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Standard 3-5 The student will write for a variety of purposes and 
audiences. 

 
  

Students in grade three write for various audiences to inform, to describe, and to 

entertain. Students in third grade plan, draft, revise, and edit narrative and 
informational writing. Students pay attention to the content and development, 
the organization, the quality of voice, the correct use of Standard American 

English in their written works.  
 

Teachers should continue to address earlier indicators as they apply to more 
difficult text. 

 
Indicator 3-5.1 Create written communications (for example, friendly 

letters that include a greeting, body, closing, and 
signature and invitations that include the time, date, and 
place of the event).  

 
Definition of Revised Bloom’s Verb 

Create:  Put elements together to form a coherent or functional 
whole 

 
Explanation of Indicator 
Creating informational pieces of writing requires a different approach to composing. 

This type of writing is more authentic, is about knowledge that the writer has to 
share, gives information to explain realities or ideas, has a purpose that is related 

to a real-life situation, and is written for a specific audience. Various techniques can 
be used to convey information. For example, a friendly letter sent from the North 
Pole can contain a picture of ice and snow as well as providing a written description 

of what they see or experience at the North Pole. A friendly letter should also 
include a greeting, body, closing and signature as outlined in the indicator. An 

invitation might include artwork to convey information as well as the time, date, 
and place of the event. As an example, students can create an invitation for school 
administrators and board members to attend a class function.   

 
Instructional Progression 

The level of difficulty of the writing increases at each grade level. Additionally, some 
areas of focus differ at each grade level.  
 

What do students need to know before they can create 
informational pieces? 

 Students need to be familiar with different types of writing. Some 
students may have more experience than others. 

 By third grade, students should be familiar with creating a variety 

of written communications for specific audiences. 
 Students should know the definition of informational writing. 
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 Students need to know that there are different types of writing for 
different purposes.  

 
Within informational writing, what have students been taught 

and what will they be taught learn in the future? 
The words in bold indicate a change from grade to grade. 
K-5.1 Use symbols (drawings, letters, and words) to create 

written communications (for example, notes, messages, 
and lists) to inform a specific audience. 

1-5.1 Create written communications (for example, thank you 
notes) for a specific audience. 

2-5.1 Create written communications (for example, 

directions and instructions) to inform a specific 
audience 

3-5.1 Create written communications (for example, friendly 
letters that include a greeting, body, closing, and 
signature and invitations that include the time, date, and 

place of the event).  
4-5.1 Create informational pieces (for example, postcards, 

flyers, letters, and e-mails) that use language 
appropriate for the specific audience. 

5-5.1 Create informational pieces (for example, book 
reviews and newsletter articles) that use language 
appropriate for the specific audience.  

 
When teaching informational writing, what connections, links, 

or ties can be made to other indicators? 
 
3-1.7 Create responses to literary texts through a variety of methods 

(for example, writing, creative dramatics, and the visual and 
performing arts). 

3-2.4 Create responses to informational texts through a variety of 
methods (for example, drawings, written works, and oral 
presentations). 

3-2.5  Use headings, subheadings, print styles, captions, and chapter 
headings to gain information. 

3-3.6 Spell high-frequency words. (See Instructional Appendix: High-
Frequency Words.) 

3-3.7  Spell correctly  

 words that have blends,  
 contractions,  

 compound words,  
 orthographic patterns (for example, qu, consonant doubling, 

changing the ending of a word from -y to -ies when forming the 

plural), and 
 common homonyms. 



 

10/10/2011 3 

3-4.1 Generate and organize ideas for writing using prewriting 
techniques (for example, creating lists, having discussions, and 

examining literary models). 
3-4.2 Use complete sentences (including compound sentences) in 

writing. 
3-4.3 Create paragraphs that include a topic sentence with supporting 

details and logical transitions. 

3-4.4 Use grammatical conventions of written Standard American 
English, including 

• comparative and superlative adjectives, 
• prepositions and prepositional phrases, 
• conjunctions (because, since, yet, until), and 

• nominative and objective case pronouns.  
(See Instructional Appendix: Composite Writing Matrix.) 

3-4.5 Revise the organization and development of content and the 
quality of voice in written works. (See Instructional Appendix: 
Composite Writing Matrix.)  

3-4.6 Edit for the correct use of written Standard American English, 
including 

• capitalization  
– geographic names, 

– holidays, and 
– historical and special events; 

• punctuation 

– commas in addresses, 
– commas in the greeting and closing of letters, 

– commas in compound sentences, 
– apostrophes in contractions and possessive nouns, 
– periods in abbreviations, and 

– indentation of paragraphs; and 
 

• spelling  
– misused homonyms, 
– high-frequency multisyllabic words, 

– words that have blends, 
– contractions, 

– compound words, and 
– orthographic patterns (for example, qu, consonant 

doubling, changing the ending of a word from -y to -ies 

when forming the plural).  
(See Instructional Appendix: Composite Writing Matrix.) 

3-4.7 Use correct letter formation when using manuscript and cursive 
writing. 

 

Classroom Assessment  
Students should be taught and assessed using similar methods. For example, in this 

indicator, the verb is “create.” In third grade, written communications may be 
assessed during one-on-one writing conferences, during small group discussions, or 
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as a written assessment. When students are assessed, they should be asked to 
show what they have learned in the same way they were taught.  
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Students’ understanding of written communications may also be assessed within 

their writing. Third grade students can write a variety of texts containing 
information. Students may be asked to respond to a text or discussion about a 

given topic. The teacher may ask students to create a friendly letter or invitation in 
response to the reading or discussion. Students should be able to include important 
details in their writing. The primary focus of assessment for informational writing is 

to determine if students can create a particular type of informational writing.  
 

Classroom assessment should be based on the domains and descriptors in the 
South Carolina Extended Response Scoring Rubric found on the SCDE Web page 
under the Office of Assessment PASS Writing section. 

 
Suggested Instructional Resources 

Professional Texts 
Harvey, Stephanie, and Anne Goudvis. Strategies That Work. Portland, ME: 

Stenhouse, 2007. 

Portalupi, Joann and Ralph Fletcher. Nonfiction Craft Lessons. New York: 

Stenhouse, 2001. 

Student Texts 

There are many titles that teachers and students may select to better understand 
informational writing. Library Media Specialists from the South Carolina Association 

of School Librarians (SCASL) are collaborating with the South Carolina Department 
of Education to provide a sampling of texts to match the indicators. This will 
continue be a work in progress. Teachers should collaborate with their library media 

specialists for additional suggestions. These titles can be used for read alouds, 
shared reading, and independent reading. While each title on the list has been read 

and reviewed by professionals, some of these titles may not meet the needs of each 
classroom environment. Teachers are encouraged to read the texts prior to using 
them in class. Use the following link for the SCASL suggested texts 

http://scasl.pbwiki.com/ELA+Standards.  
 

Nonprint Materials 
http://www.teachersdesk.org/news.html 
This site provides ideas on using newspapers in the classroom. 

 
http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/globalconnections/multimedia/strategies.html 

 
http://readwritethink.org 
 

http://www.teachersfirst.com 
 

http://streaming.discoveryeducation.com 
Discovering Language Arts: Nonfiction (Grades 3-5).  

http://scasl.pbwiki.com/ELA+Standards
http://www.teachersdesk.org/news.html
http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/globalconnections/multimedia/strategies.html
http://readwritethink.org/
http://www.teachersfirst.com/
http://streaming.discoveryeducation.com/

